
On November 10, 2015, Michigan 
Governor Rick Snyder signed a sev-
en-bill package to provide an increase 
to the state’s investment in transpor-
tation. The package will be phased 
in over a five-year period, beginning 
in 2017, and is projected to provide a 
statewide annual increase to transpor-
tation funding of approximately $1.2 
billion when fully implemented in 2021. 

  Statewide Funding Increase: Projected FY 2017 - FY 2021

Over half of the Kent County Road Commission (KCRC) Operating Revenue comes from the Michigan Transportation 
Fund (MTF); these revenues are primarily generated from fuel tax and vehicle registration fees. Other significant KCRC 
revenues include federal and state grants for specific road and bridge projects as well as KCRC’s contract with the Mich-
igan Department of Transportation (MDOT) to maintain the county’s interstate freeways and state highways. KCRC does 
not receive any General Fund tax revenue from Kent County. 

KCRC Revenue Trends FY 2005 - FY 2025

  KCRC Expenditure Trends FY 2005 - FY 2015

KENT COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION: DASHBOARD
Finance

From 2014 through 2016, Michigan Legislature provided an additional allocation for transportation agencies from the 
state’s General Fund that allowed KCRC to increase investment in Construction and Preservation. As the state’s new 
funding package begins its phase-in in 2017, KCRC will dedicate the increase to road improvements, seeking to increase 
investment in Construction and Preservation as well as Routine Maintenance.

An increase in “Other Expenditures” since 2012 equates to the increased investment in Capital Outlay, specifically the 
replacement of trucks, the purchase of which had been reduced during several years of budgets cuts prior to 2012. 
KCRC has created a multi-year Capital Improvement Plan that prioritizes needed facility improvements and scheduled 
replacement of equipment.

The increase will be distributed through the MTF to state and local governments and county road commissions. By 2021 
and thereafter, KCRC is projected to receive an additional $22.1 million annually with this package.



Primary Road PASER Ratings: 2005 - 2015
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Encompassing nearly 2,000 miles of roads and 172 bridges throughout 21 townships, the KCRC network is diverse. Its 
corridors include both paved and gravel roadways, connecting agricultural and rural regions to highly-populated urban 
areas. Unlike many other counties in Michigan, all of KCRC’s primary roads are paved.

From 2005 to 2015, KCRC experienced a steady decline 
in its primary road condition ratings, due in large part to the 
reduction in services and road improvements caused by a 
combination of decreases in MTF revenue and increases in 
costs.

With the implementation of the new funding package, by 
2021, KCRC plans to double its annual investment in pri-
mary road construction and preservation and expand the 
network’s number of all season roads. KCRC’s objective is 
to restore primary road condition ratings to 90% rated Good 
or Fair.

KCRC shares responsibility with Townships for the 
funding of construction and surface improvements 
on local roads. KCRC transfers 30% of its MTF rev-
enue, the maximum allowed under Act 51, to local 
roads. A portion of these dollars help fund the Town-
ship Matching Program which combines investment 
from KCRC and the Townships to fund major and mi-
nor construction projects.

The new transportation funding package will allow 
KCRC to increase investment in local roads.

Currently, 100% of KCRC’s 172 bridges are classified in good or fair condition. This is compared to the statewide aver-
age of 87% good/fair, which was compiled from 2015 ratings of bridges under both state and local jurisdiction throughout 
Michigan. KCRC’s positive rating can be attributed to its previous and ongoing commitment to bridge preservation, reha-
bilitation and replacement. 

Bridges



The number of vehicle crashes, including those with injuries, is trending downward locally, statewide and 
nationally. Compared to 2005, the annual number of vehicle crashes in the KCRC network has decreased by 
1,486 and those with injuries have decreased by 341. These downward trends can be attributed to several 
factors including advanced road design, safer vehicles, increased safety awareness, and improved emer-
gency medical services. The fatal accident rate in Kent County ranks in the lower one third of counties in 
Michigan. 

  Vehicle Crash Trends 2005 - 2015
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